
Mama frog carried her babies upon her back.  They rode there as 
she swam in the water and hopped along the edge of the creek.  In fact, 
the only time they jumped off her back was when Mama frog caught 
them something to eat. 

Those baby frogs just loved to eat black bugs.  Green flies, though, 
were their favorites.  "Mama, Mama," they would holler from her back.
"Please catch us something to eat.  We are very hungry.  Growing 
babies need lots of insects to get big and strong." 

"That's true, but I am very tired," said the mama frog.  "I have been 
carrying you around all day.  I must rest now." 

Mama frog swam beneath a lily pad and closed her eyes.  She tried 
to sleep, but she couldn't because her baby frogs continued hopping 
around on the lily pad above. 

"Will you three settle down?" the mama frog demanded of her 
babies.  "Your mama is very tired." 

"Okay, Mama," the baby frogs said.  "We'll be quiet." 
Just then, one of the baby frogs saw a green fly buzz by.  It zoomed 

low over the water and right by their eyes.  That was too tempting for 
them to ignore. 

"I'm going to catch that green fly," one of the baby frogs told his 
brother and sister.  "Since Mama is going to take a nap, I'll catch our 
lunch.  Someone has to take care of us!" 

The baby frog waited for the green fly to buzz over again, and then 
she jumped with all her might and opened her tiny mouth.  The green fly 
flew right in. 

The mama frog watched.  "My babies are growing up," she said.
"Maybe it is best if I just relax.  They are doing well by themselves." 
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