
The black and white dog was very smart.  He hid his bones 
all over his yard.  He hid his bones in the shadows of the trees.
He hid his bones under the swing set.  He even hid his bones 
in the sand of the sandbox. 

The dog was always happy.  He was never without a bone.
The dog's teeth were very sharp and white, but he never bit 
anyone.  He only chewed on bones. 

One day the dog was sleeping.  A rat came into his yard. 
"I will take this dog's bones," said the rat.  "He is sleeping.

He will never know that I have taken them." 
So the sneaky rat snuck around the yard and stole every 

bone.  Then he slipped under the fence and climbed up a tree.
He had all the bones with him in a bag. 

"I will watch the dog from this branch.  I will see what he 
does when he opens his eyes." 

The dog opened his eyes.  He was hungry.  He got up to 
dig up a bone.  He dug.  The hole was empty. 

"I am sure that I hid a bone here.  I hid it right in the shadow 
of this tree."  He looked around. 

Then he heard the rat laughing.  He looked up and saw the 
rat on the branch. 

"I took your bones!" the rat yelled. 
Just then the bones fell out of the tree.  The dog ran under 

the fence and got them all.  He chased the rat away. 
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