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PaTTAN’s Mission 

The mission of the Pennsylvania 
Training and Technical Assistance 

Network (PaTTAN) is to support the 
efforts and initiatives of the Bureau of 

Special Education, and to build the 
capacity of local educational agencies 
to serve students who receive special 

education services. 



PDE’s Commitment to Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) 

Our goal for each child is to ensure 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) 

teams begin with the general 
education setting with the use of 
Supplementary Aids and Services 

before considering a                            
more restrictive environment. 



IEP: Roles and Responsibilities 

Before we get into it, there are some 
things you should know… 

1. Eligibility 
2. Disability Categories 
3. FAPE 
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General Overview 

PDE 
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Measurable Annual Goals at a Glance 

Condi3on  Name  Clearly 
Defined 
Behavior 

Performance Criteria 

Describe the 
situa3on 
(materials, 
se+ngs, 
accommoda1ons) 
in/with which the 
student will 
perform the 
behavior. 

Describe 
behavior (what 
will she/he  
actually  DO) in 
measurable, 
observable 
terms using 
stems from 
standards.  

The level (how 
well?) 
the student  
must 
demonstrate  
for mastery: 

Number of 
3mes needed to 
demonstrate 
mastery. 

Evalua3on 
Schedule 
(how o<en) 
and method, 
(measured 
how) 
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N
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Examples Math Goal 

Using SAS Curriculum Framework 

Competency(4th grade): 
 Apply increasingly sophisticated strategies to solve 
multiplication and division problems that include, and go 
beyond, basic facts and one-digit multiplier problems, using 
properties of addition and multiplication. Select and apply 
appropriate strategies to estimate and/or solve a variety of 
problems, including problems involving addition and 
subtraction of decimals and of fractions with like 
denominators 
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Example Goal Using SAS Curriculum Framework 

–  Condition/Name:  When provided with in- and out-of-
class assignments and assessments, Tate will 

–  Stem/Action: … correctly solve problems requiring the 
multiplication of two-digit numbers (and beyond) 

–  Criteria:  …with 90% accuracy on 6 consecutive trials 
from assignments and assessments collected weekly 

Related sample SDI: 
–  Instruction on alternative algorithms 
–  Pre-teaching of alternative algorithms using manipulatives  
–  Computer-based or web-based instruction/practice designed to increase 

basic fact fluency (multiplication and division) 
19 
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Program Modifications and Specially Designed 

Instruction 

Standards and  Anchors:  
The WHAT of education for all students 

Specially Designed Instruction:  
The HOW of education for students with disabilities 
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•  Anywhere inside or outside the school, as stipulated 
in the IEP 

•  Implemented in any classroom 

•  Implemented by all teachers 

Where is SDI Implemented? 
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Examples of SDI 

•  Directions for all assignments and assessments read aloud or 
clarified. 

•  Additional spacing provided for writing on worksheets and 
assessments. 

•  Use of word processor for tasks requiring written responses 
more than 2 sentences in length. Spell checker/grammar disabled 
for writing assessments.  

•  Use of highlighter, graphic organizers for reading assignments in 
all classes. 

•   Allow  highlighting, marking answers on the actual test form. 
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Examples of SDI 

•  Use physical objects and spatial models 

•  Key concepts presented in illustrations or diagrams 

•  Provision of content area textbooks or literature selections in 
audio/digital format. 

•  Embed support for vocabulary and symbols within the text  

•  Text equivalents in the form of captions or automated speech-
to-text  

•  Highlight or emphasize key elements in text, graphics, diagrams, 
formulas  



Examples of SDI 

•  Provide alternative writing tools (word processing, word 
prediction,  text-to-speech spellcheck, grammar check)  

•  Provide differentiated models, mentors, scaffolds, feedback 

•  Templates that guide self-reflection on quality and 
completeness  

•  Differentiated models of self-assessment strategies  



Examples of SDI 

•  Provide tasks that allow for active participation, 
exploration and experimentation  

•  Persistent display, concrete or symbolic, of goal  

•  Division of long-term goals into short-term 
objectives  

•  Use of hand-held or computer-based scheduling 
tools with reminders  
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Examples of SDI for Math 

•  Use of structured study guides for completion of 
various problem types 

•  Provide models of completed problem samples to 
assist in homework completion  

•  Strategic assignment of homework problems to 
provide practice in targeted math concept; minimized 
mixed problems 

•  Instruction in the use of alternative algorithm(s)  

•  Use of manipulatives during initial concept instruction 
and practice 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 



Contact Information      www.pattan.net 

Cecil R. Crouch III 
ccrouch@pattan.net 

Roni Russell 
rrussell@pattan.net Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Tom Corbett,  Governor 

Pennsylvania Department of Education 
Ronald J. Tomalis, Secretary 

Carolyn C. Dumaresq, Ed. D., Deputy Secretary 
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education 

John J. Tommasini, Director 
Bureau of Special Education 

Patricia Hozella, Assistant Director 
Bureau of Special Education 


