
Behavior 

and its rela/on to the IEP 



Behavior 

FBA 

•  What is it and Why 

•  Sec/ons 
–  Behavior 
–  Func/on 
–  Antecedent 
–  Consequence 

PBSP 

•  What is it and Why 

•  Sec/ons 
–  Antecedents 
–  Replacement Behaviors 

–  Increasing Behaviors 
–  Decreasing Behaviors 



Func/onal Behavior Assessment 

•  A tool (assessment technique) that enables 
hypotheses about the rela/ons among specific 
types of environmental events and behaviors; 
specifically to obtain informa/on about the 
purposes (func/ons) a behavior serves a 
person. 



FBA Summary Sheet 



Outcomes 

•  A targeted and defined behavior 
•  Likely predictors of a behavior 
•  Likely predecessors of a behavior 
•  Func/on of behavior 



Why? 

•  Administra/ve 
–  IDEA, Chap 14 

•  “Behavior support programs and plans must be based 
on a func/onal assessment of behavior and u/lize 
posi/ve behavior techniques” 

•  Suspension 
•  Placement Change 
•  Law enforcement involvement 

•  Clinical 
•  Responsbili/es 



Behavior 

The things we do… 



The 3‐term con/ngency 

•  The three‐term con/ngency 
•  The rela/onship between the environment and 
behavior 

Antecedents 

A B C 

Behavior Consequence 



Behavior 

•  EVERYTHING  a living organism does; including 
how they move and what they say, think, and feel 

Antecedents 

A B C 

Behavior Consequence 



What it is and what it’s not 

•  Behavior is any measurable and observable act 
–  what people do or say 
–  mul/‐dimensional 
–  observable, describable, and recordable 
–  influenced by and influences the environment 
–  lawful 
–  overt and covert 



Behavior 



Func/on 

What behavior does for us 



Func/on 

•  Escape 
•  Social/A_en/on 
•  Tangible 
•  Automa/c 



Possible Behavioral Func/ons 
•  Escape: The response results in the termina/on or removal of 

an aversive s/muli 
–  Throughout math class Joy uses the bathroom several /mes taking 

10‐15 minutes per trip  

•  Social/A_en/on: Following the behavior, a_en/on is given by 
individuals in the environment, this includes nega/ve and 
posi/ve forms of a_en/on 
–  Each /me li_le Billy curses in Mrs. Keener’s kindergarten class the 

students giggle and Mrs. Keener says “Billy dear, those words aren’t 
nice. A nice boy like you doesn’t need to say things like that.” 



Possible Behavioral Func/ons 
•  Tangible: The result of a behavior is the presenta/on 
of some tangible item (e.g., food, toy) 
–  Each /me Greg finish his chores his mother gives him a 
dollar 

–  Afer an hour of nagging Greg’s mother finally gave in and 
bought him the toy Greg was asking for 

•  Automa/c:  The result of a behavior is not mediated 
by other people in the environment 
–  Hank is a 13‐year old buy with Au/sm.  Hank engages in 
stereotypy  frequently throughout the day. Even when he 
is alone. 



Func/on 



Antecedents & 
Consequences 

The Before and Afer… 



The 3‐term con/ngency 

•  The three‐term con/ngency 
•  The rela/onship between the environment, 
s/muli, and behavior 

Antecedents 

A  B C 

Behavior Consequence 



Antecedents & Consequences 

•  Environment  ‐ The conglomera/on of people 
objects, and events currently present in ones 
immediate surroundings 

•  S/muli  ‐ The aspects of the environment that can 
be differen3ated from one another. S/muli have 
physical dimension (e.g., size, color, intensity, 
weight, posi/on) and are described, measured, 
and manipulated according to those dimensions 



The 3‐term con/ngency 

•  The three‐term con/ngency 
•  The rela/onship between the environment, 
s/muli, and behavior 

Antecedents 

A  B C 

Behavior Consequence 



Poten/al Antecedent Strage/es 



Antecedents 

•  Environmental 
– Noise, temperature, furniture 

•  Task 
– Materials, pace, length, complexity 

•  Temporal 
– Time of day, wait /me 

•  Instructor 
– Consistency, tone, affect, promp/ng 



The 3-term contingency 
•  Consequence 
•  The (environmental) change that follows a 
given behavior and alters the probability of 
future occurrences of that behavior 

Antecedents!

A!

Behavior!

B!

Consequence!

C!



Poten/al Consequence Strategies 



Consequences 

•  Increase 
–  The future likelihood of 
the behavior reoccurring 
is increased 

–  The behavior is 
maintained 

•  Decrease 
–  The future likelihood of 
the behavior reoccurring 
is decreased 



   Problem‐solving approach to understanding 
reasons for problem behavior and designing 
comprehensive interven/ons that are 
matched to hypotheses about why problem 
behavior is occurring and to the individual’s 
unique social, environmental, and cultural 
background 



   Not to simply reduce problem behavior in the 
short‐term, but to create long‐las/ng change 
that will have an impact on the individual’s 
overall quality of life 



VI. PROGRAM MODIFICATIONS AND SPECIALLY DESIGNED INSTRUCTION FOR THE POSITIVE 
BEHAVIOR SUPPORT PLAN: 

  A Antecedent (prevention) Strategies 

  B Replacement Behavior 

   C Consequences (reinforcement) for when the student performs the replacement behavior: 

 C Consequences (including procedures to follow) when the student performs the behavior of concern: 



Positive Behavior Support 
Plans 

Antecedent (prevention) strategies 
• strategies to remove/reduce identified antecedents 
to the behavior of concern 

• strategies to make the behavior of concern 
unnecessary in specific situations 

• strategies to assist with the performance of the 
replacement behavior (cues and prompts) 

• long term strategies to remediate skill deficits 



Positive Behavior Support 
Plans 

   
  ●Replacement Behavior (teaching and maintaining)  

• Identify functionally equivalent  
 replacement behavior.  

           Consider…  
  ●Is the replacement behavior effective and  
             efficient for the student to use? 

  ●The Response Effort:  how difficult is it for  
             the person to perform the behavior? (physically and/or    

                             cognitively) 
   



Positive Behavior Support 
Plans 

      Consequence strategies 

  Reinforcement for performance of 
  the replacement behavior.   

  Reinforcement often consists solely 
  of the student achieving the   
  identified function of the behavior 
  of concern through use of the  
  replacement behavior.   
   



■ Natural Positive Reinforcement  

■ Edible Reinforcement 

■ Material Reinforcement 

■ Social Reinforcement 



I mmediate 
F requent 
E nthusiastic 
E ye-Contact 
D escriptive 
A nticipation 
V ariety 



Consequence strategies 

 This ensures that the behavior  
 of concern is less effective and  
 efficient than the replacement  
 behavior. 

  **This is the section that includes the crisis  
  plan (a plan to outline the steps taken to avoid a  
  crisis as well as the plan for when a crisis occurs) 
   


