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RED LAND HIGH SCHOOL
AREA M ALPINE SKIING AT THE STATE GAMES

Noah pictured
with his three
medals from
the games.

Noah Weaver, a 9th grader at Red Land High School, competed in the Area M
Alpine Skiing at the State Games for Special Olympics. Noah had a very successful run
on the slopes earning two Gold Medals and one Silver Medal. Noah went on to receive
recognition for the Most Improved Athlete of the Year! Congratulations Noah, we are very
proud of your accomplishments!
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PMEA DISTRICT 7 ORCHESTRA
Alison Park and Paris Henning represented
Red Land at the PMEA District 7 Orchestra
Festival this month. Alison was selected to
move onto the Regional level and will
represent Red Land in March! Other
orchestra members are busy preparing for
the WSSD Honors Orchestra Festival to
celebrate "Music in our Schools Month"

RLHS SWIMMING
& DIVING
The following Student-Athletes
qualified for the District Swim &
Dive Championships:
• Travis White (Diver)
• Ajay Horton
• Zach Peiffer
• Gregg Wenhold
• CJ Stout
• Harry Anderson
• Sydney Stupka

Picture above are our record breakers; Ajay, Zach, Gregg,
and CJ! Coach McArdle & Assistant Coach Massaro are
also pictured.
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Congratulations to this
powerhouse team, they broke the
school record in the 200 Free Relay
and 400 Free Relay!
• Ajay Horton
• Zach Peiffer
• Gregg Wenhold
• CJ Stout

2

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS REPORT

FEBRUARY 2020

FBLA SPAGHETTI DINNER
On Tuesday, February 11, Red Land
FBLA held a Spaghetti Dinner to
raise money for the American
Heart Association to help them in
their efforts to reduce death
caused by heart disease and
stroke. Over 90 meals were served
and all the guests enjoyed the
food, convenience and door
prizes! Red Land FBLA raised over
$300 for the AHA thanks to the
salad being donated by Olive
Garden and the Garlic Knots
donated by Cedar Cliff Pizza.

FULL COURT PRESS ON ALS
On February 8, 2020, the Red Land
Boys Basketball teams raised
awareness and money for ALS. This
came on the heels of the
announcement that their freshman
basketball coach, Rob Gildea, had
been recently diagnosed with ALS.
A heartfelt dedication of the
evenings games, and an
outpouring of the “Red Land
Family” love, came through, as
Coach Gildea was recognized for
his kindness, commitment, and
love for our kids. Thanks Coach!
Now it’s our turn, we’re behind you
in your fight against ALS!
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RED LAND LIBRARY
We have exciting news to share! Red Land High School Library is now part of the
statewide Connected Library Consortium which provides access to hundreds of
ebooks and audiobooks. You can get to these resources from the library’s
Schoology course.
All library databases are available through the MackinVia link in the library
Schoology course. This eliminates the need for a password when accessing the
databases from home because you are in the WSSD Schoology page, which is
only available to our students and staff. Mrs. Herbert made a screen cast of
Mrs. Metcalfe explaining these changes to share with the staff.
When Dr. Inge Auerbacher, the Holocaust survivor, was at Red Land talking to
students in the morning and the public in the evening, Christine took the Red
Land library to the lobby. She set-up a display of related books, including the
speaker's autobiography. She had her laptop and a scanner which allowed her
to check-out books to students. It fostered many meaningful conversations,
especially with the public. Even Dr. Auerbacher stopped by to take a look.

ALGEBRA 2 ESSENTIALS
Algebra 2 Essentials classroom. A classroom that doesn't always have a ton of
success associated with it. These students have fallen short of the "goals" that
have been set for them so they often lack the motivation to try.
Mr. Wagner asked his students to create as many words as possible from the
word CAVALIER. They created, mostly 3 and 4 letter words. They seemed to have
fun doing this exercise. As we were discussing how many possibilities exist for
this task (8 nCr 3 or 8 nCr 4) one of the students asked about a 7 letter word. Mr.
Wagner responded..."I'm not sure a 7 letter word exists." He replied...."I made one."
I was shocked. Meanwhile, someone in the back of the class found a page on
google that outlined all of the words that could be created with any word.
Apparently, google can take the fun out of everything. :) Anyway, when he told
me he was on the page I asked him if google said there was in fact a 7 letter
word. He said there was ONLY ONE. Hmmmm.
Mr. Wagner had the creator of the word share with the google surfer
and .....INDEED he had come up with "avarice" as the only word. It was one of his
vocab words in English class. His chest swelled and it was an AWESOME
moment.
HOME OF THE PATRIOTS
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HONORS ART
Red Land Honors Art students are doubling up
working on both their installation project and their
reduction printmaking projects. Students are excited
to get working on their semi permanent art
installations to add positive messages and artistic
inspiration through the halls of RLHS.

SPANISH 2
In Spanish 2, Señora Graeser listened to her students and switched up how we
do stations. Rather than the traditional station rotation model, with timers that
make students feel they're racing the clock and groupings that make students
uncomfortable, had students dreading stations. Instead, students were given a
map of activities and had three class periods to complete them. There was a
mix of independent, collaborative, and small group activities, and many stations
were what we called "mobile stations," meaning they could be completed
anywhere in the room. Engagement levels were up, and use of the target
language increased during all activities. It was a nice shift from the norm, and it
gave the students a chance to claim some more independence and ownership
over their learning through choice.

STUDENT WORK PUBLISHED &
PATRIOT PRIDE NEWSPAPERS
Two of Mr. Washburn’s writing students from the first semester, Wil Nester and
Miranda Glover, had short-short stories (100 words or less) chosen for
publication in a Young Writers competition. The book, which features a
collection of mini stories chosen from across the country, will be published in the
upcoming months.
Mr. Washburn has been hard at work creating a digital archive of Patriot Pride
newspapers. He continues to scan and upload a few more issues from "back in
the day.” Here's the link: https://issuu.com/redland/patriotpride
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VOICE OF DEMOCRACY WINNERS
Recently, two students in Mr. Ford's American
Government class, were honored at the local VFW,
Voice of Democracy dinner. Seniors, Maddie Peffer
and Devon Polulak, were recognized for their
outstanding essays on "What Makes America
Great?" Maddie took 1st place at the local level
and Devon took home 3rd. The girls combined for
over $1100 in scholarship money donated by our
local VFW Post and Ladies Auxiliary.

In Mrs. Weaver's Chemistry I (Quan)

CHEM QUAN 1

classes, students used the DOCERI app on
the IPads to create their own videos on the
different classifications of chemical
reactions. Students were able to explain
each type of reaction using an example of
their choice. DOCERI truly elevated the
experience, as students were able to
provide voice over explanations and draw
the chemical reactions by hand on the
IPad. The projects were uploaded to
Schoology and will be used again when
students build their final portfolios at the
end of the year.

PERSONAL FINANCE
W-4's, W-2's, 1040. It is not yet April, but Mrs. Wiggins Personal Finance classes are
learning all about taxes. Students know how to complete a W-4 when the get
hired, how to read a W-2 when they receive if from their employer in January.
They also will be able to prepare and submit their 1040's prior to April 15!!! Need
help with your taxes? Maybe one of Red Land's Juniors can help you!
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THE RETURN OF LEARNING WALKS
Learning Walks, have returned to Red Land, organized by the building
instructional coaches and administration. Walkers met in a central location and
selected 3 teachers to observe for 5-7 minutes. After each visit, walkers
debriefed about the strategies that they saw and what they liked. Afterwards,
the instructional coaches wrote a paragraph about the strategies and positive
elements of the classroom that the group observed. Those who were observed
received a preview of the write-up.
The response to this endeavor has been very positive. Many of those observed
have expressed appreciation for the immediate written feedback, and those
who walked have been sharing ideas. Several people emailed to share about
how they implemented a strategy that was observed on the walk. The activity
provides not only quick and applicable professional development, but also
contributes to creating a community of learners.
Period 1:
How does it feel to live in a totalitarian dystopia? In Mrs. Dorsey’s English class,
students had read and annotated Chapter 1 of George Orwell’s 1984. In class
today, students rotated through five “re-education” tasks (like putting nuts and
washers on bolts, and then removing them; another was making posters
advertising a government sponsored “Hate Week”). After we left we discussed
the value of simulating the setting of a dystopia. Though students might
understand that it might be undesirable, they struggle to be able to put
themselves in the place of the characters in 1984.
Quizizz- In Mrs. Messinger’s Geometry class, students were completing a variety
of tasks. The main task was a quiz that was built with Quizizz. Mrs. Messinger was
able to build quizzes with her own questions and from other quizzes on the site.
We found the data expression of the quiz results to be easy to interpret and
could be used to discover, for example, what topics required reteaching. It also
allows students to do retakes easily, because it randomizes both the order of
the questions and the order of the answers.
Single replacement reaction lab- In Mrs. Weaver’s Chem class, students were
creating a reaction by placing a small ball of aluminum foil into a copper
chloride solution. The Copper ions left the liquid & joined with the aluminum foil
causing a change in both the foil and the liquid. Watching the reaction makes
the these Chem formulas more interesting.
Period 2:
HOME OF THE PATRIOTS
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New Vocabulary Acquisition- In Mrs. Martin and Mrs. Dalby’s Level 9-2 cotaught English class, students were organizing a list of 15 new vocabulary words.
As Mrs. Martin reviewed definitions and provided “hooks” to remember the
words, the students were creating cards in a flip-chart vocab folder that
housed all of their words. They were drawing or creating a visual memory hook
on the back of each card.
Do you have any questions In Mrs. Yinger’s Calculus class, students were
reviewing the steps of their “thinking problem.” It seemed like Mrs. Yinger had
provided a stretch-problem as part of their homework—one that expanded on
the examples that had been done in the previous class. She had chunked her
explanation into basic in-your-head math, calculus-thinking math, and
calculator work. When no students had questions on any of the parts, she
reversed her questioning strategy and asked, “Raise your hand if you would get
this problem correct on the test.” Only 3 hands went up, which precipitated the
asking of questions. We observed that this subtle change in her questioning
approach resulted in students finding clarity that they otherwise would not
have sought.
Period 3:
Verbal Conjugation Mrs. Solan’s German 3 class was working their way through
a conjugation. Maureen read the word/phrase in German and the class
repeated it. The segment of class that we saw was experiencing full-immersion.
Maureen asked follow up questions in German and various students responded.
It was a relaxed environment and all students were participating and some
asked follow-up questions of their own as well as pulling out notes from
previous classes to further strengthen their understanding.
Solution Lab: When we walked into Mrs. Cubbler’s L-1 Physical Science class, the
students were working on a lab on solutions. The entire class was engaged. Lisa
reminded everyone to work at the same time and not wait for each part—
everyone seemed to have a job and know what he/she needed to do. Students
were chatting about what they were doing. (We were a bit jealous of the handson engagement and left discussing what an English class/ Social Studies class
with a manipulatives lab might look like.)
Is Dousing a a real thing? Students in Mr. Galuska’s AP Stats class were
examining data on dousing (the process of looking for water with a twopronged stick). They were using algorithms to test the validity and statistical
range of the data and test groups. The environment was both productive and
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relaxed, with kids joking around and asking questions and individually working
at the same time. When asked to explain what they were doing, students could
articulate their math and thinking in a way for us to understand what they were
doing.
Period 4A:
Value of Mastery Quizzes- In Mrs. Graeser’s Spanish II class, students were on
Schoology to take a quiz. Students were working toward 80% mastery, and they
were re-quizzing until they met that goal. We discussed the merits of re-quizzing
in an effort to have students revisit material before progressing on to new
concepts.
What if? In Mr. Wagner’s Prob&Stat class, students had written three “what if”
statements—these were totally open, student-choice driven responses. Student
responses ranged in topics from “what if it never stopped raining” to “what if I
was a millionaire.” Students exhibited a high comfort level in class as they
heard Kyle share their “what if” statements with the class—names were not
included.
Causes of the Great Depression- In Mr. Zwatty’s 9th grade American History
class, students were taking notes on the 5 root causes of the Depression. Each
cause was added to a graphic organizer that was projected, and students
took short notes on their own graphic organizer as Mr. Zwatty introduced each
concept. Despite the precise nature of the task, students were interactively
engaged in an informal discussion of each concept. Students were asked to
verbalize an understanding of each concept as it was introduced. The
transitions between “Teacher lecture/ explanation” and “student response/
discussion” were quick and fluid.
Period 5:
2-Minute Questions- In Mr. Gonce’s AP Psych classroom, students had just
finished graphing the data of their most recent assessment. They transitioned
into an activity that Mr. Gonce called “2-minute questions.” He posed a question
(one that had a variety of possible answers) that could be answered from their
assigned reading and gave students 2 minutes to write—essentially composing
their interpretations and possible answers to the questions. Then, they shared
with a partner and could add information to their answer. After the partner
sharing, the whole grouped shared an answer. They did this for a series of
questions that Jeff had prepared.
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Partner Translation Students in Mrs. Skinner’s Spanish 4 competed in a
partnered translation. Mrs. Skinner read a word/phrase in English and each of 3
sets of partners had to write it in Spanish on the board. The catch was that the
partners had to write every other letter. This approach made the translating fun,
and it also got the partnerships to quickly confer answers and think in Spanish.
The class was in full immersion, and the class interacted with Mrs. Skinner in
Spanish. This was a classroom where we observers wanted to know how to
speak Spanish.
Lord of the Flies Discussion Students in Mr. Slayton’s 9th grade, level 1 English
class were in a whole group discussion of chapter 7 of Lord of the Flies. As
students raised their hand to participate, they were passed a conch shell,
simulating the boy’s method on the island of recognizing and asserting the right
to speak. Students freely volunteered predictions, interpreted thematic
meaning, and made connections between events and characters. We also
noted that the students simply enjoyed listening to Mr. Slayton’s interpretation
and passion for the novel and discussion.
Period 6:
DIY- In The DaVinci Suite, about fifteen students were pursuing their STEM
interests with three experts. We saw evidence of deep dive research, product
(and process) design/creation, and inquiry brainstorming. We liked the young
adult + STEM + Montessori vibe. What else could be created with this structure?
If You Look at Me, You Have to Answer- It shouldn’t be a surprise to anyone that
something unconventional was happening in Mr. Spong’s 11th grade English
class. Vocab review, I assume, could possibly become a chore. However,
students were laughing, smiling, and avoiding Mr. Spong’s eyes at all cost. If they
looked up, they’d be called upon…but if they never looked up, how could they
see others fall into his trap? Actively engaged students were about to spend
time on their Works Cited page…was this another trap? We liked the rapport Mr.
Spong had with his students. There was clearly both work and fun happening at
the end of the day.
Hoover Sucked?- In Mr. Zwatty’s 9th grade US History class, students were
learning about President Hoover’s unsuccessful attempt to help struggling
citizens. Mr. Zwatty chose a student to be poor and hungry in the 1920’s.
Students attempted to create a scenario where they thought like Hoover.
(Should we just hand ____ money? If not, if banks and businesses had more
money could they lend ____ money or employ him so he could make his own?
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What else could banks and businesses owners have done with the money?) We
liked how Mike engaged students by positioning students to judge the president
based on the conditions of his time, rather than in hindsight.

THE RETURN OF LUNCH & LEARNS
We have begun lunch and learns at Red Land, this week teachers are exploring
cafe-style approaches to various B-D-A literacy strategies. Next week, they will
learn active note making strategies. We look forward to having many more
throughout the school year, and appreciate our teachers contributions and
engagement.

RED LAND STEM TEAM
Red Land Governor STEM team; Sadie
Knox, Kara Philips, Aiden Gonder,
Mitchell Zehring, and Lucas Speicher,
competed last week, we are very
proud of their efforts and innovation
approaches!

RED LAND TEACHER; ALISON
WEAVER, BEST AND BRIGHTEST
2000
In the pennlive article, Mrs. Weaver reflected
on her role as the Red Land Best & Brightest of
2000, and how that has played a roll in her
current position as a teacher.
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2020/02/
teacher-who-was-a-best-and-brightestin-2000-wanted-to-be-a-part-of-somethinggreater-in-the-world.html
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RED LAND CPVTS STUDENTS OF THE QUARTER
Congratulations to the Cumberland Perry
Vocational Technical School Students of the
Quarter, for the second marking period! We
are very proud of your accomplishments!
Thanks for representing RLHS!
Ryan Burris; HVAC 2
Sierra Johnson; Early Childhood Education 3
Angel McCandless; Early Childhood
Education 3
Kaitlyn Messer; Early Childhood Education 3
Alex Schmiedel; Auto Collision Technology 2
Zackary Slater; Automation Robotics and
Electronics 1
Breanna Whitehead; Nursing Assisting 2

CHICAGO OPENS THURSDAY!

Join us for one of the four shows; Thursday, February 20, through Sunday, February
23, 2020. Tickets are available at the door, or you can go to showtix4u.com
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