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National Honor Society students continue to assist the school and community at large by 
donating their time and efforts to tutoring peers and elementary students. They donated 
children’s books that will benefit children suffering from blood disorders.  
 
NHS students sponsored a family in purchasing Christmas gifts in the program organized by 
Mrs. Stoner, the school nurse. Gift cards for Giant and Walmart were donated to be given to 
families facing a variety of needs this holiday.  Other members traveled to Washington Heights 
to assist elementary students in their holiday shopping.  
 
Mrs. Hoch’s ninth grade classes are analyzing short stories and are refining their writing skills to 
include text citations as support as part of the Collins Writing and Pennsylvania Literacy 
Network trainings teachers were provided.   
 
In the role as instructional coach, Mrs. Hoch has visited three separate social studies 
classrooms to work on integrating writing into the curriculum, assisting with data-based 
questions, and providing instruction for paragraph development.  Teachers have been 
wonderfully welcoming and receptive to having Mrs. Hoch come in for a day or two. 
 
The AP Literature and Composition students are exploring Greek drama and the tragic hero by 
reading Oedipus Rex.  They will choose another drama to analyze independently in January. 
 
Ms. Forsyth's classes are practicing their critical thinking skills by analyzing a variety of literary 
selections for various literary elements and devices, and having discussions about the themes 
of each selection. 
 
Mrs. Hyde's tenth grade honors students are exploring persuasive techniques and completing 
the rough draft of their research paper.  Her eleventh grade American Literature students are 
nearing the end of their study of The Crucible and discussing how fear, suspicion, unfounded 
accusations, and greed can turn into mass hysteria and lead to tragedy. 
 
Miss Bolen’s 11th grade American Literature classes are studying persuasive rhetoric and how 
successfully those techniques were used during the Revolutionary War period. Students are 
using the Speech at the Virginia Convention, The Declaration of Independence, and The Crisis 
to identify the techniques and to form a basis for their analysis. Once the students have 
completed their examination of each document, they will write an analytical essay, using 
examples from those documents, to answer the following question, “How can the written and 
spoken word influence people’s thoughts and behaviors?” 
 
Mr. Lauric’s classes are knee deep into research and are preparing for a persuasive essay. 
Three classes are examining the historical context of the Jim Crow era in conjunction with their 
study of To Kill A Mockingbird.   
 
Ms. Ball's Corrective Reading class has chosen to read the Maze Runner. Several CCHS 
teachers have volunteered to be guest readers to the class.   
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On January 10th, internationally recognized violinist Francisco Fullana came to Cedar Cliff for a 
lecture-recital. Francisco plays on a violin once owned by Fritz Kreisler and valued at 
approximately $10 million! He played Bach and Kreisler for the students and answered their 
interesting questions on the typical day of a professional musician, how he avoids performance 
anxiety, and more. 
 
From January 10-12, four CC students - Breyelle Charles, Kierra Heinly, Anton Saliaris and 
Skylar Skarupa - represented Cedar Cliff at PMEA District 7 Orchestra. As part of the weekend, 
along with working with a prestigious guest conductor on professional literature, they re-audition 
for acceptance into the next level, Region Orchestra, which covers about 25% of the stage.  ALL 
FOUR STUDENTS auditioned successfully and will be moving on to Regions. In addition, Kierra 
was ranked as the top violinist in the entire district, making her concertmistress for this major 
ensemble.  
 
Last week, students in Mr. Alioth's and Mr. Phillips' Algebra 2A classes have been working in 
committees to create their own textbook unit on quadratic equations.  They were split into 5 
groups, graphing/solving quadratics, solving quadratics by factoring, solving by completing the 
square, solving by quadratic formula, and applications of quadratics.  Each committee was to 
create their own section that would be in a future Algebra 2 book that was distributed by a 
publisher.  This project required the students to become exceptionally familiar with their given 
topic, collaborate in groups not chosen by them, and use their skills in an authentic performance 
task.  Each class will also be given the opportunity to critique their counterparts work.    
 
Cedar Cliff's MiniTHON Man Pageant will be next Wednesday, January 23rd at 6:00 PM in the 
school's auditorium.  Come watch nine boys compete for the Mr. Cedar Cliff title in a talent 
battle, a swimsuit competition, a question and answer session, and raising the most to end 
childhood cancer. Tickets are $5.  Please consider attending this fun event and supporting our 
contestants with your cash donations to the Four Diamonds.  You can also learn more about our 
MiniTHON initiatives and all contestants by accessing our website at goo.gl/8yzTCX.  Come 
ready to have a blast! 
 
Cedar Cliff's newspaper is an online electronic media channel called Fusfoo.  Several of our 
students' articles have gone national since August.  The Creative Director for Product 
Development for Fusfoo New York contacted Mrs. McHugh yesterday and said she was so 
impressed with the writing of our students and their choice of subjects that she would be 
interested in starting an internship for journalism students from Cedar Cliff.  Wow!  That's 
amazing! 
 
Cedar Cliff physical education classes participated in a volleyball video challenge where 
students had to show their ability to bump and set a volleyball as a team.  We used the videos 
to pair groups together based off of their teams' ability level so that games were being played 
between matching skill levels. The videos also helped the PE teachers show each team their 
strengths and weaknesses by playing the videos back and pausing the videos when needed. 
The students really enjoyed using the new PE iPads and were able to correct and asses their 
skills before providing a finished product to be evaluated by the teachers. 
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(Above) Cedar Cliff Spanish Club members Julia Breneman, Elijah Greenawalt, Ava Bechtel, 
Tyson Dick, and Eimy Aragon made a difference in the fight against hunger by volunteering at 
the Central PA Food Bank on Monday, January 14th.  Despite this week being a finals/midterm 
week, these students found time in their busy schedules to help others and prepare 360 boxes 
to be distributed to those in need. 
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In preparation of course selection, Social Studies classes participated in a "course fair" on the 
half-day before the holiday break.  The goal was to promote the Social Studies courses offered 
at Cedar Cliff.  During their class period, students selected 3 stations to attend.  Each station 
presented a five-minute promo for a specific Social Studies course.  This gave students the 
opportunity to hear about course content directly from a teacher who teaches the course and 
ask questions before completing course selection cards in January.   
 
Mr. Robinson's Driver's Education classes have been working with the Lower Allen Township 
Police Department to educate students on the importance of wearing seatbelts and the dangers 
of distracted driving and driving under the influence.  Cpl. Edward Curtis and Cpl. Rick 
Tamanosky have presented lessons to every Driver's Education class this semester and are 
committed to returning for the second semester as well.  
 
 
 

 
(Left)  Alternative Education students have 
finished building their hydroponics system.  
Lettuces are sprouting and salads are soon to 
follow.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Students are finishing up their research projects in the Penn College Management 105 Class.  
They investigated an area of business that interested them and wrote a 6 page research paper. 
Now they are presenting their research to the class and defending any questions that arise from 
their classmates.  Overall, this has been a very enlightening experience for all involved. 
 
 
Student Council finished up a very busy fall and is now preparing for the new semester.  Items 
on the agenda include investing back into CCHS to make the overall education experience even 
better, planning for the annual LB Smith Lincoln Drive fundraiser and setting a date for the 
faculty appreciation pig roast.  
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(Below)  Cedar Cliff High School and The Young Democrats participated in Wreaths Across 
America on December 17th.  The young Democrats collected donations from various 
departments and then used those donations to sponsor wreaths that were placed on graves at 
Fort Indiantown Gap National Cemetery.  This event, held every December, reminds volunteers 
of the sacrifices made by U.S. veterans and their families.  

 
 
 
 

 
(Left) 
JROTC Cadet Battalion 
Commander LTC Michael 
Grundon and CSM Nate 
DuBose spent time this month 
talking to students at New 
Cumberland and Allen Middle 
Schools as the Class of 2023 
started signing up for their first 
series of First Year courses at 
Cedar Cliff High School.   
 
Interest among the incoming 
class continues to grow as 
JROTC combines academic 
excellence, discipline, and 
community service outreach. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



6 
 
 
 
 

 
(Left) 
 
Cedar Cliff High School graduate, JROTC 
alumni, and four-year ROTC scholar-      
ship award recipient Thomas Chelednick 
returned to Cedar Cliff High School this 
past month where he spoke with JROTC 
students about his experiences at Virginia 
Military Institute (VMI) and the opportunities 
made available to him through the ROTC 
program there. 
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(Below)  Ceramics students recently completed projects inspired by the architectural traditions 
of different cultures and time periods.  After researching the major characteristics of an 
architectural style, students brainstormed ideas in their sketchbooks before creating a paper 
model for their project.  They used their templates to cut slabs of clay, which were combined to 
form the structure of their buildings.  Students added details and textures inspired by their 
research, before glazing the projects.  Please enjoy these pictures of the students’ completed 
projects. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Winter sports is hitting midseason for the Colts: 
 
Wrestling continues to set a high bar and have yet to lose a match this season. Recently, 
Donovon Ball recorded his 100th career victory. The team is looking to defend its Team District 
title and prepare itself for the post-season. 
 
Girls Basketball continues to have success and are currently ranked 4th in the District Power 
Rankings. The team has been road warriors of late, but the end of Jan and Feb promise to bring 
more home games.  
 
Boys Basketball has struggled in the W-L department, but are shining everywhere else. They 
had a successful combined fundraiser with Girls Basketball to raise money and collect goods for 
the Speranza Animal Shelter. This Friday (1/18) the team will have its educator appreciation 
night. Each player selected an educator who has impacted them. We will celebrate these 
individuals Friday.  
 
Swimming and Diving is gearing up for some home meets and has adjusted well to the new 
coach, Joe Chubb. They are looking forward to the annual Senior Night celebration against Red 
Land on February 5th.   
 
Finally, we want to take a moment to invite the school board to Round 2 of Cedar Cliff and Red 
Land Basketball here at Cedar Cliff on Friday, January 25th.  The JV games start at 4:00 PM, 
Varsity Girls at 6:00 PM, and Varsity Boys at 7:30 PM.   
 

McKenna Bishop:     Allison Arnold: Richardsonian  Melissa Ngo: 
Art Nouveau        Gothic 


