
Jellyfish are creatures found in most bodies of salt water, from the tropical
waters of the Caribbean Sea, to the cold, dark waters of the Arctic Ocean. 

Jellyfish are unusual creatures.  When seen in the water, it's hard to believe
they are a species from this planet.  They look like aliens hanging suspended in
water with their luminous layers of tissue and flesh.  They have long, curly
tentacles and plastic like bubble tops that sway in the sea. 

Although it's difficult to believe, jellyfish have no heart, blood, brain, or gills.  You 
can see through their mostly hollow stomach cavities where their food is digested
and dissolved.  Jellyfish have no proper eyes or ears.  In fact, it's possible to
believe that jellyfish are just brainless blobs without the slightest spark of
intelligence.  Amazingly enough, despite their lack of sight and hearing, jellyfish
can distinguish touch, temperature, light, and darkness.  They also know the
direction and pull of water currents. 

Jellyfish come in an assortment of colors and shades.  The jellyfish living in
cooler waters are generally pale or milky white in color.  Many of the jellyfish that
live in warmer, tropical waters are often strikingly colored in shades of magenta,
scarlet, yellow, and orange. 

A jellyfish can be as tiny as a thimble, and some can grow to be as colossal as
a satellite dish.  Most jellyfish can maneuver feebly in the water; however, their
poor swimming skills place them at the mercy and whimsy of ocean currents. 

Some jellyfish ride the ocean currents alone, while other species travel in
special groups called colonies.  The man-of-war is an example of a highly adapted
jellyfish that travels with a colony.  The man-of-war serves a special function in its
colony.  It catches prey with a very long tentacle that can trail as far as one hundred 
feet through the sea.  The man-of-war's prey includes shrimp, squid, and fish.  It
also produces potent venom that is harmful to humans who may swim nearby,
unaware of the man-of-war's clever and stunning snares. 
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