Leo went to the forest every day to gather firewood. He would collect the wood, 15

tie it into small bundles, and carry the bundles home each day. He would pack his 31
lunch and stay in the forest until sunset. At noon he would have his lunch, and at 48
noon a bird would visit him. It was white with ash-colored wings and was larger than 65
a dove but smaller than an eagle. Leo always shared a morsel of his food with the 82
bird. Leo called it Jayto and would talk to it from time to time. 96

One very hot summer day, Leo began to eat his lunch and Jayto arrived right on 112
time. Leo gave him some of his lunch, and the bird eagerly pecked at it. It was so 130
hot, Leo decided to take a nap. As he lay down, the bird began to peck and caw at 149
him. The bird was able to convince Leo to follow him. Jayto kept flying small 164
distances waiting for Leo to catch up. Finally they came upon a broken stone wall. 179

Leo had once heard that a rich businessman used to live here long ago. One 194
day he left for a foreign country and never returned. His wife lived alone for a long 211
time, and it was said that she buried her jewelry box and that a strange bird stood 228
guard over it attacking anyone that got near. 236

Was it possible that Jayto was this bird? Suddenly the bird flew from the wall to 252
the ground and started pecking. Leo helped the bird, and sure enough, they 265
uncovered a jewelry box. It was filled with gold, diamonds, rubies, and other 278
precious stones. 280

Leo decided not to go back to town for fear that his treasure would be taken from 297
him. With Jayto on his shoulder, he traveled to a large city far away. He became a 314
rich man and built a beautiful mansion. The mansion had a large garden filled with 329
ponds and flowers. Jayto had all the mangoes that he could eat, and Leo lived a 345
long and happy life. 349
Licensed to West Shore School District Leo went to Copyright 2001 Edformation, Inc.

For the 2007-2008 School Year Grade 5, Passage 2 All Rights Reserved
DN 2933659
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