Special Education Quarterly 


                [image: image1.wmf]

Must Dos
You Must:

* notify all related service people when you have received a meeting date from your IA.

* send all paperwork to your IA at ACE within two weeks of a meeting. 

*list the LEA when doing an IEP revision
*do an RR when changing the level of intervention.  
*complete Penn Data sheets at least with every annual IEP.

*discuss roster changes with your IA.

*make sure there is a statement in every section of the IEP.

*complete Penn Data sheets when changes are made to the IEP.
Child Count
The Penn Data Collection and Reporting System collects student special education 
data across the state of Pennsylvania.  The December Child Count data is reported for active students with a valid IEP as of December 1st.  The information is again collected in June.   Students must have a current active IEP as of December 1, 2013 to be counted by the school district.   It is the responsibility of the special education teacher to make sure all IEP’s are current and new annual IEP’s are sent to ACE so that Penn Data can be updated in the district’s Penn Data system.
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Is Your RR Complete?
When completing an RR for a student who continues to qualify for special education services, make sure that you completely fill out the conclusion section.  On the third page is an example of a conclusion section:
IEP Tip:
Separate IEP strengths and needs into functional and academic.
INSTRUCTIONAL LEVELS
How to determine instructional levels using AIMSweb……

Here is the breakdown of instructional levels when looking at percentile ranks:

*Scores below the 25th percentile- frustrational
*Scores between the 25th and 75th percentile- instructional
*Scores above the 75th percentile- independent

Percentile ranks can be found on the AIMSweb website and are updated every year.  At the beginning of each school year, you should log into AIMSweb  and download the new norms for each area of AIMSweb that you progress monitor.  When you log into AIMSweb, complete the following steps to get the norms:

-Click on Reports

-Select subject area

-Select the assessment type

-Click on the Norms icon

-A new screen will appear with the norm chart.  If you click Expand beside report options, you can choose which grade levels to show and how you want the percentile ranks broken down.  
-Percentile ranks can be shown as 10th, 25th, 50th, 75th, and 90th, or 1-99.  

-Once you have your norm table the way you want it, click on PDF at the top of the screen.  You can then save the PDF file to your computer so that you have it to reference throughout the year.

When writing goals, you want to find the instructional  level of the student and base 
your goals on that level.  However, you should also consider the accuracy of the assessments.  You may have a student scoring at the 90th percentile for a certain grade level, but their accuracy may be very low.  The IEP team should consider whether or not to monitor the goal at that grade level, but focus more on increasing the accuracy, rather than the number completed.  

These are general guidelines.    If you have a unique situation, talk to your instructional advisor about what to do.  
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Important Events:
November 5th –Quarterly Training

3:00 for Secondary

4:00 pm for elementary
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Links:
http://pattan.net-website.s3.amazonaws.com/images/2013/10/07/Writing_IEP_Goals0813.pdf
http://pattan.net-website.s3.amazonaws.com/images/2013/09/03/PARAs_Whats_New0813.pdf
Quotes
"Every job is a self-portrait of the person who did it. Autograph your work with excellence." Unknown

"Unless you try to do something beyond what you have already mastered, you will never grow." Ronald E. Osborn 
By: A. Caufman, K.  Peters, L.  O’Connor, A.  Smith, P. Ringhoffer
1. __ The IEP team determined that additional data are not needed.

Reason(s) additional data are not needed: 
**The data reviewed shows that STUDENT still has a disability and is in need of Specially Designed Instruction.

             __  A. The student has a disability AND continues to need specially designed instruction.
· Disability Category
            Primary disability category: 
**State disability category here.  If LD, be sure to list the areas of the learning disability.

            Secondary disability category(s), if any:  
**State secondary disability category here, if one is present.

**If you are unsure of the disability categories, please consult with your school psychologist.

· Summary of Findings


Student’s educational strengths and needs:

**These should be pulled from the data in the reevaluation report.

· Present levels of academic achievement and related developmental needs,

including transition needs as appropriate:

**There are 3 items to consider here: academic achievement, developmental needs and transition needs.  
**In this section, you should have a SUMMARY of how the student is performing in the general education curriculum in reading, writing, and math.  
**You can also include a summary of the student’s progress in related services (developmental needs) such as OT, PT, and S/L.  
**For students of transition age, a statement should also be  included about their transition and developmental needs (post- secondary education/training, employment, and independent living).   

· Recommendations for consideration by the IEP team regarding any additions or modifications to the special education and related services needed to enable the student to meet the measurable annual goals in the IEP and to participate as appropriate in the general education curriculum (including special considerations the IEP team must consider before developing the IEP, measurable annual goals, specially designed instruction, and supplementary aids and services):

**This section should include recommendations regarding modifications, SDI, and related services that the student needs in order to meet the goals in the IEP and participate in general education.  Here is a sample statement of what you can use for this section:

There are no/are special considerations for the IEP team regarding: LIST any items on page 4 of IEP.  

**Measurable annual goals should be considered for _____.

**Specially designed instruction should be developed to meet the needs identified in this report.  

**Related services include____
IMPORTANT;
** When providing information from the school nurse, please include dates the student was assessed.

**When documenting Woodcock Johnson Achievement Test scores please refer to page 77 of the manual to explain the range in which the student’s scores fall.

	Standard Score Range
	Percentile Rank Range
	WJ III Classification

	131 and Above
	98 to 99.9
	Very Superior

	121 to 130
	92 to 97
	Superior

	111 to 120
	76 to 91
	High Average

	90 to 110
	25 to 75
	Average

	80 to 89
	9 to 24
	Low Average

	70 to 79
	3 to 8
	Low

	69 and Below
	0.1 to 2
	Very Low
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“If you could sum up your life over the past year, what would you say?”
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