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Valdun • 10 minutes ago
The eaglets are about 1 foot high with a wingspan of 12-15", weigh about 4 lbs, roughly the size of a chicken. They now have their thermal down so they can regulate their body temp and don’t require brooding but still like the protection of the mombrella when it rains. They are growing faster than weeds, gaining about a pound a week, and their beaks and feet will be full size soon. It’s as if their yellow clown shoes appeared overnight. They do not yet have the balance or leg muscles to walk on their feet yet so they walk on their lower leg bone or tarsus (like walking on their hocks). Their wings and tail buds are growing fast too and they will figure out what those awkward arm things are really for when they begin flapping more and more. We will also see the black pin feathers coming in on the edges of the wings and back this week. They are eating more and eating bigger bites and we will start seeing them swallowing the fish tales and squirrel tails whole now. With that comes pellets, where they regurgitate the bits of indigestible matter: fur, feathers, and fish scales and it can look like they are choking or vomiting but they aren’t. We are still seeing some sibling rivalry even when it’s not meal time, which is normal. #2 is still getting plenty to eat and is learning some techniques to get food which will be valuable after he leaves the nest. The eaglets are beginning to wander around the nest more and are spending a lot of time at the rails imprinting on the world around them. The eaglets are eating, sleeping, ps’ing, and both are growing and developing right on schedule. #2 is not underweight, sickly, or behind on development. Both are thriving. Trust the parents, they know what they’re doing. Enjoy them. We only have them for 10-14 weeks and the time will fly, literally.
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