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Welcome to the Reading Corner! �


Greetings, Kindergarten Families! The reading department at Hillside Elementary School is very excited to work with you and your child this school year! We wanted to introduce ourselves and provide a glimpse into what you can expect from your child in kindergarten, as well as how you can aid in your child’s success!





Miss Ackerman is new to the district, but spent 12 years working at East Pennsboro School District teaching in the classroom and as a reading specialist. Mrs. Fazzolari has spent 15 years teaching first grade and 5 of those years were right here at Hillside. Both of us are excited to serve the Hillside community in our new roles! 





In addition, the reading department is lucky to have two aides, Ms. Leeds and Ms. Benkovich, who will also work with students in a number of capacities. 





Our job as literacy specialists is to support students, teachers, and families as we all collaborate towards helping our kiddos reach their greatest potential. Typically, we work with small groups of students in grades first through fifth. Other times, we will work alongside the classroom teachers in all grade levels to offer extra support. We hope to be a resource to YOU, too! 





If you ever have any questions or concerns about your child’s reading or writing skills, please be sure to contact us at the emails listed at the bottom of the page. 
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What Are the Components of a Good Reader? 





You will be absolutely amazed at your child’s development this school year! WSSD has adopted Benchmark Literacy as the primary English/Language Arts program from all students. 





When your child’s teacher discusses reading with you, they will focus on 5 big ideas. �


Phonemic Awareness: Hearing and using just the sounds of language. This can include rhyming, breaking a sentence into individual words and tapping out the sounds in words.�


Phonics: Understanding the relationship between sounds and written language. For example, this is recognizing that the letter d makes the sound /d/. �


Vocabulary: Understanding and using words. In kindergarten, this includes opposites, synonyms, as well as words used in science and social studies. �


Fluency: Reading like we talk. This skill is modeled constantly in kindergarten and can be modeled by you at home, too!�


Comprehension: Understanding what has been read. This is the ultimate goal of reading! Your child will practice retelling and discussing books.
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What is the Best Thing to Do to Help My Child Become a Successful Reader? 





READ! READ! READ! Reading practice is important for all children and is a very special experience! Your child should be participating in reading activities at least 20 minutes each day outside of school. 





Check out these statistics! 





�


(Nagy & Herman, 1987) Graphic from www.teachersnotebook.com





Why Is Phonemic Awareness So Important?





The most current research has proven that a child’s phonemic awareness skills are a huge factor in your child’s academic success. 





Why? 





The sounds in words are the initial building blocks needed as your child begins reading and writing. 





As your child begins writing, he or she will need to be able to hear the sounds in the words he or she wants to write before being able to associate those sounds with letters. 





As your child begins working with words and reading short books, he or she needs to understand that language is made of words and words are made of sounds. 





The kindergarten team understands the importance of phonemic awareness skills and builds them into your child’s day in very fun, motivating, educational ways!  























Please note that reading can involve you reading to your child, your child reading to you, or a combination of the two! Modeling good reading is incredibly important for your child. We do not expect your kindergartener to start the year reading independently, but we do want to foster a love of reading at this young stage! 








How can I help my child develop phonemic awareness skills? 





I Spy Kindergarten friends love this game! Instead of playing with colors, play with sounds! For example, say, “I spy something that starts with the sound /m/.” Or, “I spy something that rhymes with ‘cat.’” 


Silly Word Games I’m sure your child loves to help around the house. As you are cooking, cleaning, or getting ready for the day, have your child help by giving him or her clues. For example, if you need your child to drink his or her juice at breakfast, tell him or her “It’s time to drink your j-ui-ce.” Instead of saying the letters, just tell them the word parts! See if your child can follow those directions. 


Catalogs and Magazines As the holidays approach, you are probably getting quite a few catalogs in the mail. As your child looks through them for fun toys and activities, encourage them to tell you the beginning sounds of them. For example, the doll begins with the sound /d/. 


Technology If your child is like many others, he or she probably loves working on the computer, iPad or your phone. There are many free educational games for your child. I highly recommend the website www.starfall.com . Some of the activities involve phonics and other aspects of reading, but there are great phonemic awareness resources, too! 


Play Research in early childhood has proven that play is important for all aspects of your child’s development, including literacy skills. Encourage your child to be creative in play and talk while playing. This creative communication has positive impacts on your child’s early reading skills. 
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